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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the socio-economic condition of the oil palm
farmers; (2) their incentives for deciding to plant oil palm; (3) their level of knowledge about oil palm
plantation; (4) their management of oil palm plantations; (5) the factors associated with the farmers’
management of oil palm plantations; and (6) the farmers’ problems and suggestions for the
management of oil palm plantations

The study populations consisted 147 oil palm farmers in Chiang Khan District, Loei Province.
Whose oil palms were already in production, out of which 105 samples were selected by using simple
random methodology. The data were collected by using an interview form and analyzed using a
computer programs to find percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, standard deviation, and
rang and by multi-regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most sample formers were male, average age 49 .
educated to primary school level. The average member of family members was 5 and an average of 3
people per household were agricultural laborers. The farmers owned on average 3.97 hectares of land
and used 1.77 hectares for planting oil palm trees. Their average income was 156,138 Baht/year, from
oil palm production 105,823 Baht/year and other income 97,330 Baht/year. Most farmers had
outstanding debt. (2) Their main motivations for decisions to plant oil palms was that they are easy to
grow and care for. (3) Most farmers had a good level of knowledge of oil palm plantation management.
(4) The farmers implemented every recommended oil palm management guideline. (5) The factors
associated with oil palm management by farmers were their experience in training and their score on the
test of oil palm plantation management knowledge. (6) Overall, the farmers reported having a medium
level of problems with oil palm planting. They suggested the price of fertilizer should be reduced, the
purchase factory should be located nearby, and the government should guarantee the price and should
provide more filed studies and training courses.

Keywords: Plantation Management, Qil Palm Production, Chiang Khan District, Loei Province
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